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 Shri Pandi Ram Mandavi is known for his contribution to Muria Wood art which is a 
significant tribal art. This unique art form has gained notable recognition in society. His efforts 
brought this important tribal heritage to cultural centers of regional and national significance. 

2. Born on 12  February, 1957, in Garhbengal, Bastar, Shri Mandavi grew up in a family with a  th

rich tradition of woodwork. His father was a skilled and renowned woodcarver who taught him the 
intricacies of the craft from a young age. He began his artistic journey by crafting wooden combs and 
bamboo flutes, later expanding his repertoire to include wooden swords, battle axes, bows, walking 
sticks, arrows, and whistling bamboo flutes.

3. Through his tireless advocacy, Shri Mandavi not only elevated the visibility of Muria Wood art  
but also nurtured a community of artisans who could share their skills and traditions. By organizing 
workshops and exhibitions, he created a platform for these talented individuals to showcase their 
craftsmanship and educate the public about the narratives embedded within each piece. His 
commitment to preserving the authenticity of this traditional art form resonated with many, drawing 
interest from collectors, art enthusiasts, and cultural organizations alike. These interactions sparked a 
renewed curiosity in tribal art, encouraging collaborations that blended contemporary designs with 
traditional techniques, thus revitalizing the craft without compromising its essence.

4. Shri Mandavi's work transcended mere promotion; he became a guardian of cultural  
heritage, ensuring that the young generation of artisans was equipped with both the knowledge and 
the means to carry forward their ancestral legacy. His vision encompassed not only the celebration 
of Muria Wood art but also the empowerment of the community that breathes life into it. 

5. Shri Mandavi runs a wooden art workshop in his village. His wood works have provided him  
opportunities to travel to distant places in the country as also at some places in abroad like France, 
Italy and Russia. He has been invited for demonstration, exhibit preparation etc. on wooden Muria 
art in various parts of the country. He has co-curated many exhibit preparations and installations in 
various museums and similar other institutions, and has also worked for developing Tourist 
Resorts in Chhattisgarh.

6. Shri Mandavi's dedication and enthusiasm have spread his efforts across the country and  
beyond, benefiting the Muria Society by attracting more individuals in the world of Muria creativity 
and enhancing the conservation of its traditions, as well as improving earnings for the associated 
creators. His influence has encouraged many youths to join him in creating artwork, employing 
nearly two dozen artists who earn their livelihoods through this work.

7. Shri Mandavi has received several awards, including the State-Level Handicraft Award  
2018-2019 from the Chhattisgarh Handicraft Development Board; the J. Swaminathan Puraskar 
2011 from the Kerala Lalithakala Akademi; Dau Mandar Ji lok Natay Aur Lok Shilap Samman 
Chhattisgarh Government 2024 and the International Urasgatta Award 2016 from the Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology at the University of Cambridge London. He was also awarded with 
Dau Mandaraji Award by Chhattisgarh State in 2024.

Padma Shri



 Jh iUMh jke eaMkoh eqfj;k oqM vkVZ esa vius ;ksxnku ds fy, tkus tkrs gSa] tks ,d egRoiw.kZ vkfnoklh dyk gSA bl 
vuwBh dyk dks lekt esa mYys[kuh; ekU;rk feyh gSA muds ç;klksa ls bl egRoiw.kZ vkfnoklh fojklr dks {ks=h; vkSj jk"Vªh; 
egRo ds lkaL—frd dsaæksa rd igqapk;k x;kA

2 ]- 12 Qjojh] 1957 dks x<+caxky] cLrj esa tUes  Jh eaMkoh ,d ,sls ifjokj esa iys&c<+s] ftuds ikl ydM+h esa dke djus 
dh le`) ijaijk FkhA muds firk ydM+h ds ,d dq'ky vkSj çfl) uôk'khdkj Fks] ftUgksaus mUgsa NksVh mez ls gh bl f'kYi dh 
ckjhfd;k¡ fl[kkb±A mUgksaus ydM+h ds da?ks vkSj ckal dh ckalqjh cukdj viuh dykRed ;k=k 'kq: dh] ckn esa mUgksaus ydM+h dh 
ryokjsa] ;q) dqYgkM+h] èkuq"k] pyus dh NfM+;k¡] rhj vkSj lhVh ctkus okyh ckal dh ckalqjh dks 'kkfey djds vius dykRed laxzg 
dk foLrkj fd;kA 

3- viuh vFkd ç;klksa ds ekè;e ls] Jh eaMkoh us u dsoy eqfj;k oqM dyk dh –';rk dks c<+k;k] cfYd dykdkjksa ds ,d 
leqnk; dks Hkh c<+kok fn;k] tks vius dkS'ky vkSj ijaijkvksa dks lk>k dj ldrs FksA dk;Z'kkykvksa vkSj çn'kZfu;ksa dk vk;kstu 
djds] mUgksaus bu çfrHkk'kkyh O;fä;ksa ds fy, viuh f'kYidyk dk çn'kZu djus vkSj çR;sd —fr esa fufgr dFkkvksa ds ckjs esa 
turk dks f'kf{kr djus ds fy, ,d eap rS;kj fd;kA bl ikjaifjd dyk :i dh çkekf.kdrk dks lajf{kr djus dh mudh 
çfrc)rk us dÃ yksxksa dks çHkkfor fd;k] ftlls laxzgdrkZvksa] dyk çsfe;ksa vkSj lkaL—frd laxBuksa dh #fp c<+hA bl 
vknku&çnku ls vkfnoklh dyk esa uÃ ftKklk txkÃ] ,slh lk>snkfj;ksa dks çksRlkfgr fd;k tks ledkyhu fMtkbuksa dk feJ.k 
ikjaifjd rduhdksa ds lkFk djrs Fks] bl çdkj ewy Hkkouk ls le>kSrk fd, fcuk dyk dks iquthÆor fd;k x;kA 

4  - Jh eaMkoh dk dke flQ+Z çpkj&çlkj rd gh lhfer ugÈ Fkk( og lkaL—frd fojklr ds laj{kd cu x,] mUgksaus 
lqfuf'pr fd;k fd dykdkjksa dh ;qok ih<+h dks vius iwoZtksa dh fojklr dks vkxs c<+kus ds fy, Kku vkSj lkèkuksa nksuksa ls 
lqlfTtr fd;k tk,A mudh –f"V esa u dsoy eqfj;k oqM dyk dks vkxs c<+kuk 'kkfey Fkk] cfYd ml leqnk; dk l'kfädj.k Hkh 
djuk Fkk tks mlesa tku Qwadrk gSA

5- Jh eaMkoh vius xkao esa oqMu vkVZ odZ'kki pykrs gSaA mudh ydM+h dh dyk—fr;ksa us mUgsa ns'k ds nwj&njkt ds bykdksa 
ds lkFk&lkFk fons'k esa Ýkal] bVyh vkSj :l tSls ns'kksa esa Hkh ;k=k djus dk volj çnku fd;k gSA mUgsa ns'k ds fofHkUu fgLlksa esa 
ydM+h dh eqfj;k dyk ij çn'kZu] çn'kZuh rS;kj djus vkfn ds fy, vkeaf=r fd;k x;k gSA mUgksaus fofHkUu laxzgky;ksa vkSj blh 
rjg dh vU; laLFkkvksa esa dÃ çn'kZuh lacaèkh rS;kfj;ksa vkSj laLFkkiukvksa dk lg&lapkyu fd;k gS vkSj lkFk gh NÙkhlx<+ esa 
i;ZVd fjl‚VZ fodflr djus ds fy, Hkh dke fd;k gSA

6- Jh eaMkoh ds leiZ.k vkSj mRlkg us muds ç;klksa dk iwjs ns'k vkSj mlds ckgj çlkj fd;k gS] ftlls eqfj;k jpukRedrk 
dh nqfu;k esa vfèkd ls vfèkd O;fä;ksa dks vkdÆ"kr djds eqfj;k lekt dks ykHk gqvk gS vkSj bldh ijaijkvksa ds laj{k.k dks c<+kok 
feyk gS] lkFk gh blls tqM+s jpukdkjksa dh vk; esa Hkh lqèkkj gqvk gSA muds çHkko us dÃ ;qokvksa dks dyk—fr cukus esa muds lkFk 
tqM+us ds fy, çksRlkfgr fd;k gS] ftlls yxHkx nks ntZu dykdkjksa dks dke feyk gS tks bl dke ls viuh vkthfodk dekrs gSaA

7- Jh eaMkoh dks dÃ iqjLdkj fey pqds gSa] ftuesa NÙkhlx<+ gLrf'kYi fodkl cksMZ ls jkT; Lrjh; gLrf'kYi iqjLdkj 
2018&2019] dsjy yfyr dyk vdkneh ls ts- LokehukFku iqjLdkj 2011] NÙkhlx<+ ljdkj }kjk nkÅ ekanj th yksd ukVî 
vkSj yksd f'kYi lEeku 2024 vkSj dSfEczt foÜofo|ky; yanu ds iqjkrRo ,oa ekuo foKku laxzgky; ls varjkZ"Vªh; mjlxêk 
iqjLdkj 2016 'kkfey gSaA o"kZ 2024 mUgsa esa NÙkhlx<+ jkT; }kjk nkÅ ekanj th iqjLdkj ls Hkh lEekfur fd;k x;kA
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