Padma Shri

SHRI PANDI RAM MANDAVI

Shri Pandi Ram Mandavi is known for his contribution to Muria Wood art which is a
significant tribal art. This unique art form has gained notable recognition in society. His efforts
brought this important tribal heritage to cultural centers of regional and national significance.

2. Born on 12" February, 1957, in Garhbengal, Bastar, Shri Mandavi grew up in a family with a
rich tradition of woodwork. His father was a skilled and renowned woodcarver who taught him the
intricacies of the craft from a young age. He began his artistic journey by crafting wooden combs and
bamboo flutes, later expanding his repertoire to include wooden swords, battle axes, bows, walking
sticks, arrows, and whistling bamboo flutes.

3 Through his tireless advocacy, Shri Mandavi not only elevated the visibility of Muria Wood art
but also nurtured a community of artisans who could share their skills and traditions. By organizing
workshops and exhibitions, he created a platform for these talented individuals to showcase their
craftsmanship and educate the public about the narratives embedded within each piece. His
commitment to preserving the authenticity of this traditional art form resonated with many, drawing
interest from collectors, art enthusiasts, and cultural organizations alike. These interactions sparked a
renewed curiosity in tribal art, encouraging collaborations that blended contemporary designs with
traditional techniques, thus revitalizing the craft without compromising its essence.

4. Shri Mandavi's work transcended mere promotion; he became a guardian of cultural
heritage, ensuring that the young generation of artisans was equipped with both the knowledge and
the means to carry forward their ancestral legacy. His vision encompassed not only the celebration
of Muria Wood art but also the empowerment of the community that breathes life into it.

S. Shri Mandavi runs a wooden art workshop in his village. His wood works have provided him
opportunities to travel to distant places in the country as also at some places in abroad like France,
Italy and Russia. He has been invited for demonstration, exhibit preparation etc. on wooden Muria
artin various parts of the country. He has co-curated many exhibit preparations and installations in
various museums and similar other institutions, and has also worked for developing Tourist
Resorts in Chhattisgarh.

6. Shri Mandavi's dedication and enthusiasm have spread his efforts across the country and
beyond, benefiting the Muria Society by attracting more individuals in the world of Muria creativity
and enhancing the conservation of its traditions, as well as improving earnings for the associated
creators. His influence has encouraged many youths to join him in creating artwork, employing
nearly two dozen artists who earn their livelihoods through this work.

7. Shri Mandavi has received several awards, including the State-Level Handicraft Award
2018-2019 from the Chhattisgarh Handicraft Development Board; the J. Swaminathan Puraskar
2011 from the Kerala Lalithakala Akademi; Dau Mandar Ji lok Natay Aur Lok Shilap Samman
Chhattisgarh Government 2024 and the International Urasgatta Award 2016 from the Museum of
Archaeology and Anthropology at the University of Cambridge London. He was also awarded with

Dau Mandaraji Award by Chhattisgarh State in 2024.
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